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Abstract 
         The purpose of this study is to find out whether the effect of small group discussion teaching 
method to the reading comprehension of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar. 
This research uses quantitative research with a quasi-experimental research methodology. 
Creswell (2012:27),explains that "quasi-experimental includes giving tasks, but not assigning 
participants to groups". This research used quantitative research quasi-experimental method. The 
data from this study where collected and obtained through tests. The sample this research  the 
VIII -6 as the experimental class and the VIII-9 as the control class .the test was carried out with 
pre-test and post-test to students using small group discussion teaching method.The research data 
and result findings of calculation, the research  found the mean score in experimental class from 
pre-test to post-test are 70.40 and 82.40. than score in control class from pre-test and post-test are 
70.53 and 76.73. the statistical hypothesis testing findings sample t-test are indicated ,at a level 
of significance of 5% (=0,05), that the t -test was 3,04 whereas t-table was 1.671 , or t-test> t-
table  .it  can be  concluded that the value of t-test was higher than the value of t-table .therefore, 
the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and the Null Hypothesis (Ho) was rejected .so, its 
mean that there is a significant effect of use small group discussion teaching method to the reading 
comprehension of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar. 
Keywords: Effect, Reading, Comprehension, Small Group Discussion, Descriptive 
                  Text 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Langulage is a system of commulnication which consist of a set of soulnds and 
written   symbols which are ulsed by the people of particullar coulntry or region for talking 
or writing. English is one of international languages. There are four language skills such 
as listening, speaking, reading and writing that students must competent in learning 
English. As one of the language skill reading plays its role for learners in learning English. 
Reading is the way we can get information from what we read. Students should be able 
to read because it effects on the students’ competence on language. Reading is one of the 
receptive skills that must be learned by the students of English as a foreign language. 
According to Patel and Jain (2008:76), reading is very necessary to widen the mind and   
gain and understanding of the foreign language. It means that reading is the activity that 
person can get information such as man idea and point of the written text. According to 
William (2005:21), reading is an activity that requires the reader in providing responses 
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and meaning to a text that is read and related to previous knowledge. It can be interpreted 
that, reading is giving or channeling the author's main experience or idea to the reader.  

Reading comprehension is complex skill that source an active interaction between 
text elements and the reader. According to Grabe and Stoller (2013:29), reading 
comprehension is an ability to understand or to gain the information from a text. 
Furthermore, Partnership for reading defined reading comprehension as the 
understanding of a text that is read, or the process of constructing meaning from a text. It 
means that a reader must be able to interpret what the meaning of the text well.  
A text is a passage of words that conveys a set of meanings to the person who is reading 
it. it’s a body of written work, in various forms and structures, that can be words, phrases 
and sentences that piece together a passage of written works. In English there are kinds 
of text namely: Procedure text, Recount text, description text, news item text, report text, 
analytical exposition text, explanation text ,discussion text , review  text 
 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

  Accordling to Siah laan andl Yullita (2021:29) Read ling means to u lnd lerstandl thle 
meaning of printed l wordls, th le ability to read l is very cru lcial to th le sulccess of stu ld lents in 
sch lool. Th le information is valu lable to improve th le prior knowled lge well. It also is 
su lpported l by Grab andl Stoller in And lika (2013:29) read ling as an interactive process h las 
two ways, firstly th le readlers hlave variou ls process of recognizing th le word l rapidlly andl 
simu lltaneou lsly memories th lem in thleir mindl. Accord ling to Tarigan (2008:231), read ling 
is th le meaningfull interpretation of printed l or written verbal symbols. It is a complex 
process in wh lichl thle recognition andl compreh lension of written symbols are influ lencedl 
by readlers, perceptu lal skills, d lecodling skills, experiencedl, langu lage backgrou lnd l, mindl 
set andl reasoning ability as th ley anticipate meaning on th le basis of wh lat hlas been readl.  
Accordling to Ad lhlini (2017:515), read ling is a gainfu ll action since stu ld lents get th le dlata 
from th le content as well as can expand l thleir English l capacity by implication. 

Sh lehlul (2015:91) stated l th lat readling comprehlension is an important part of langu lage 
learning wh lichl is inclu ldledl as a dlifficu llt process for h ligh ler th le resu llt or ach lievements. 
Accordling to Woolley (2011:10) th lat readling compreh lension is th le process of making 
meaning from text. Th le goal is to gain an overall u lnd lerstandling of wh lat is d lescribed l in 
thle text rathler thlan to obtain meaning from isolated l word ls or sentences. Th lat statements 
also sulpportedl by HLorowitz (2014:10) read ling compreh lension is a complex cognitive 
process th lat thle read ler mu lst also be intentional and l th lou lgh ltfu ll whlile readling, monitoring 
thle word ls andl thleir meaning as read ling progresses. So, th ley d lo not only readl th le text bult 
also thley can get th le meaning and l able to constru lct thle sentences. 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Thlis research l u lses qu lantitative research l with l a qulasi-experimental research l 
meth lod lology. Creswell (2012:27), explains th lat "qu lasi-experimental inclu ld les giving 
tasks, bu lt not assigning participants to grou lps". Th lis researchl applies a qu lasi-
experimental approach l to overcome internal and l external valid lity in researchl, incluld ling 
pre-test and l post-test, to d letermine th le effect of th le small grou lp d liscu lssion meth lod l on 
readling compreh lension of dlescriptive text in class VIII stu ld lents of SMP Negeri 4 
Pematang Siantar. Th le samples were separated l into two grou lps for experimental researchl: 
control grou lp andl experimental grou lp. Th le experimental grou lp will be ed lu lcated l ulsing 
thle small grou lp dlisculssion methlod l. 



Based l on consu lltation with l English l teachlers, th le research ler ch lose two classes. 
Thle class is VIII.6. and l VIII.9. Th le reason th le research ler chlose th lese two classes was 
becaulse th le stu ldlents in thlem hladl thle same interest in learning and l based l on th le 
research ler's practical teachling experience, stu ld lents in classes VIII.6 and l VIII.9 actively 
answeredl qulestions whlen th le researchler asked l qulestions, so th le researchler was 
interestedl in cond lulcting research l in thlese classes. In th lis stuld ly class VIII.9 was thle 
experimental grou lp and l class VIII.6 was th le control grou lp. Thle experimental grou lp was 
treated l ulsing Small Grou lp DLisculssion whlile th le control grou lp dlidl not u lse Small Grou lp 
DLiscu lssion as thle methlod l ulsed l by thle teachler. On th le othler h landl, th le research ler gave a 
pre-test and l post-test to bothl groulps with l th le aim of findling oult hlow th leir scores 
improved. 

.  
DATA ANALYSIS, RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Based l on d lata analysisand l find ling, Th lere was d levelopment in th le experimental 
class. It can be consid leredl as an effect of applying an small grou lp d lisculssion teach ling 
meth lod l on th le stu ldlent's ability to compreh lendl dlescriptive text. Th le research ler th len u lsed l 
a t-test to d letermine th le significance of thle d lifference in scores between th le pre-test andl 
post-test. Thle t-test resu llt is 3.4. Thle t-coulnt nulmber was d liscovered l, and l th le researchler 
thlen assessedl thle d legree of freed lom or dlf = (Ne+Nc- 2), th lerefore th le dlf is 20 + 2 - 2 = 
58. Thle researchler ulsed l t-tables with l a level of significance of 5%. Th le writer dliscoveredl 
thle dlf (58) in a t-table at a significance level of 5%, wh lich l is 1.671. Th le research ler 
compared l th le t-test and l t-table valu les to ad ld lress th le h lypoth lesis testing qulestion. Thle 
writer obtains thle valule of t-test (t-test = 3.4) and l th le valule of t-table (1.671). Wh len th le 
t-test reachles th le t-table, it ind licates th lat thle Alternative H Lypoth lesis (HLa) is accepted l andl 
thle Nulll HLypothlesis (HLo) is rej lected l, andl th le th leory is valid lated l. It means th lat grad le eighlt 
stu ldlents at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar scored l d lifferently before and l after being 
taulghlt applying an small grou lp dliscu lssion as a meth lod l. 
      Based l on dlata analysis and l findling in th lis researchl, it can be conclu ldledl th lat th le ulse 
of small grou lp dlisculssion teachling meth lod l is very influ lential in improving stu ld lents’ 
readling comprehlension skill. Th le alternative hlypoth lesis is rej lectedl if th le t-test is accepted l 
greater th len th le t-table, in accordlance with l th le previoulsly dlesigned l hlypothlesis formu lla. 
Thle hlypoth lesis is dlefinedl as follow: t-test > t-table 3.4>1.671 Resu llt, HLa acceptedl ,whlile 
HLo is not. Th le importance of th lis researchl can be seen from average post-test resu llt of 
stu ldlents withl varying score ranges, with l thle experimental class score was 2472 and l thle 
control  class was only 2303. Base on th lis dlata,it can be said l th lat small grou lp dliscu lssion 
can be an effective meth lod l teachling of read ling compreh lension on d lescriptive text andl 
dleveloping read ling compreh lension at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar. 
Based l to th le explanation previou lsly, applying an small grou lp dlisculssion as an 
edlulcational tool can enh lance read ling compreh lension. Stu ld lents whlo were taulgh lt with l an 
animatedl vid leo as a learning med liulm received l a hlighler gradle th lan stuld lents wh lo were 
lectulre teachling meth lod l  as a learning meth lod l. Following d lata analysis, th le research ler 
sh lowed l th lat applying an small grou lp dlisculssion teach ling meth lod l as an ed lu lcational tool 
is more effective in improving read ling compreh lension in grad le eighlt  stu ld lents at SMP 
Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Thle researchl id lentified l th lat applying small grou lp dlisculssion as a meth lod l  h las 
significant effects on eigh lt gradle stu ld lents' ability to u lndlerstand l dlescriptive text. 
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Fu lrth lermore, ulsing an methlod l small groulp dlisculssion h lelps stu ld lents u lnd lerstand l 
learning content, makes stu ldlents more active in class, and l creates an environment of 
teach ling process th lat increase stu ldlent interest. onT-test > T-table (3.04> 1.671), 
accord ling to th le analysis resu llts at th le 5% significance level. It also sh lows th lat (HLo) 
was rej lectedl bult (HLa) was acceptedl. Based l on thle research l th lat h las been condlu lcted l, thle 
research ler conclu ldledl th lat u lsing small grou lp dliscu lssion teachling meth lod l hlas an effect 
on stu ldlents' readling compreh lension skills in d lescriptive text. 
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