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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out whether the effect of small group discussion teaching
method to the reading comprehension of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar.
This research uses quantitative research with a quasi-experimental research methodology.
Creswell (2012:27),explains that "quasi-experimental includes giving tasks, but not assigning
participants to groups". This research used quantitative research quasi-experimental method. The
data from this study where collected and obtained through tests. The sample this research the
VIII -6 as the experimental class and the VIII-9 as the control class .the test was carried out with
pre-test and post-test to students using small group discussion teaching method.The research data
and result findings of calculation, the research found the mean score in experimental class from
pre-test to post-test are 70.40 and 82.40. than score in control class from pre-test and post-test are
70.53 and 76.73. the statistical hypothesis testing findings sample t-test are indicated ,at a level
of significance of 5% (=0,05), that the t -test was 3,04 whereas t-table was 1.671 , or t-test> t-
table .it can be concluded that the value of t-test was higher than the value of t-table .therefore,
the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and the Null Hypothesis (Ho) was rejected .so, its
mean that there is a significant effect of use small group discussion teaching method to the reading
comprehension of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar.
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INTRODUCTION

Language is a system of communication which consist of a set of sounds and
written symbols which are used by the people of particular country or region for talking
or writing. English is one of international languages. There are four language skills such
as listening, speaking, reading and writing that students must competent in learning
English. As one of the language skill reading plays its role for learners in learning English.
Reading is the way we can get information from what we read. Students should be able
to read because it effects on the students’ competence on language. Reading is one of the
receptive skills that must be learned by the students of English as a foreign language.
According to Patel and Jain (2008:76), reading is very necessary to widen the mind and
gain and understanding of the foreign language. It means that reading is the activity that
person can get information such as man idea and point of the written text. According to
William (2005:21), reading is an activity that requires the reader in providing responses
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and meaning to a text that is read and related to previous knowledge. It can be interpreted
that, reading is giving or channeling the author's main experience or idea to the reader.
Reading comprehension is complex skill that source an active interaction between
text elements and the reader. According to Grabe and Stoller (2013:29), reading
comprehension is an ability to understand or to gain the information from a text.
Furthermore, Partnership for reading defined reading comprehension as the
understanding of a text that is read, or the process of constructing meaning from a text. It
means that a reader must be able to interpret what the meaning of the text well.
A text is a passage of words that conveys a set of meanings to the person who is reading
it. it’s a body of written work, in various forms and structures, that can be words, phrases
and sentences that piece together a passage of written works. In English there are kinds
of text namely: Procedure text, Recount text, description text, news item text, report text,
analytical exposition text, explanation text ,discussion text , review text

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

According to Siahaan and Yulita (2021:29) Reading means to understand the
meaning of printed words, the ability to read is very crucial to the success of students in
school. The information is valuable to improve the prior knowledge well. It also is
supported by Grab and Stoller in Andika (2013:29) reading as an interactive process has
two ways, firstly the readers have various process of recognizing the word rapidly and
simultaneously memories them in their mind. According to Tarigan (2008:231), reading
is the meaningful interpretation of printed or written verbal symbols. It is a complex
process in which the recognition and comprehension of written symbols are influenced
by readers, perceptual skills, decoding skills, experienced, language background, mind
set and reasoning ability as they anticipate meaning on the basis of what has been read.
According to Adhini (2017:515), reading is a gainful action since students get the data
from the content as well as can expand their English capacity by implication.

Shehu (2015:91) stated that reading comprehension is an important part of language
learning which is included as a difficult process for higher the result or achievements.
According to Woolley (2011:10) that reading comprehension is the process of making
meaning from text. The goal is to gain an overall understanding of what is described in
the text rather than to obtain meaning from isolated words or sentences. That statements
also supported by Horowitz (2014:10) reading comprehension is a complex cognitive
process that the reader must also be intentional and thoughtful while reading, monitoring
the words and their meaning as reading progresses. So, they do not only read the text but
also they can get the meaning and able to construct the sentences.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research uses quantitative research with a quasi-experimental research
methodology. Creswell (2012:27), explains that "quasi-experimental includes giving
tasks, but not assigning participants to groups". This research applies a quasi-
experimental approach to overcome internal and external validity in research, including
pre-test and post-test, to determine the effect of the small group discussion method on
reading comprehension of descriptive text in class VIII students of SMP Negeri 4
Pematang Siantar. The samples were separated into two groups for experimental research:
control group and experimental group. The experimental group will be educated using
the small group discussion method.
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Based on consultation with English teachers, the researcher chose two classes.
The class is VIIL.6. and VIIL.9. The reason the researcher chose these two classes was
because the students in them had the same interest in learning and based on the
researcher's practical teaching experience, students in classes VIII.6 and VIIL.9 actively
answered questions when the researcher asked questions, so the researcher was
interested in conducting research in these classes. In this study class VIIL.9 was the
experimental group and class VIII.6 was the control group. The experimental group was
treated using Small Group Discussion while the control group did not use Small Group
Discussion as the method used by the teacher. On the other hand, the researcher gave a
pre-test and post-test to both groups with the aim of finding out how their scores
improved.

DATA ANALYSIS, RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Based on data analysisand finding, There was development in the experimental
class. It can be considered as an effect of applying an small group discussion teaching
method on the student's ability to comprehend descriptive text. The researcher then used
a t-test to determine the significance of the difference in scores between the pre-test and
post-test. The t-test result is 3.4. The t-count number was discovered, and the researcher
then assessed the degree of freedom or df = (Ne+Nc- 2), therefore the dfis 20 +2 -2 =
58. The researcher used t-tables with a level of significance of 5%. The writer discovered
the df (58) in a t-table at a significance level of 5%, which is 1.671. The researcher
compared the t-test and t-table values to address the hypothesis testing question. The
writer obtains the value of t-test (t-test = 3.4) and the value of t-table (1.671). When the
t-test reaches the t-table, it indicates that the Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and
the Null Hypothesis (Ho) is rejected, and the theory is validated. It means that grade eight
students at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar scored differently before and after being
taught applying an small group discussion as a method.

Based on data analysis and finding in this research, it can be concluded that the use
of small group discussion teaching method is very influential in improving students’
reading comprehension skill. The alternative hypothesis is rejected if the t-test is accepted
greater then the t-table, in accordance with the previously designed hypothesis formula.
The hypothesis is defined as follow: t-test > t-table 3.4>1.671 Result, Ha accepted ,while
Ho is not. The importance of this research can be seen from average post-test result of
students with varying score ranges, with the experimental class score was 2472 and the
control class was only 2303. Base on this data,it can be said that small group discussion
can be an effective method teaching of reading comprehension on descriptive text and
developing reading comprehension at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar.

Based to the explanation previously, applying an small group discussion as an
educational tool can enhance reading comprehension. Students who were taught with an
animated video as a learning medium received a higher grade than students who were
lecture teaching method as a learning method. Following data analysis, the researcher
showed that applying an small group discussion teaching method as an educational tool
is more effective in improving reading comprehension in grade eight students at SMP
Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
The research identified that applying small group discussion as a method has
significant effects on eight grade students' ability to understand descriptive text.
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Furthermore, using an method small group discussion helps students understand
learning content, makes students more active in class, and creates an environment of
teaching process that increase student interest. onT-test > T-table (3.04> 1.671),
according to the analysis results at the 5% significance level. It also shows that (Ho)
was rejected but (Ha) was accepted. Based on the research that has been conducted, the
researcher concluded that using small group discussion teaching method has an effect
on students' reading comprehension skills in descriptive text.

REFERENCES

Adhini 2017, reading is a gainful action since students get the data from the content as

well as can expand their English capacity by implication. Vol 7, No 1 (2013) DOL.

https://garuda.kemdikbud.go.id/documents/detail/1551135

Ahmad S, C. (2013). The Effectiveness of Small Group Discussion Method in Teaching

Reading (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia).

Ahmad, S. C. (2013). The effectiveness of small group discussion method inteaching
reading at second grade students’ one of public junior high school.
(Unpublished Undergraduate Thesis.) Indonesia University of Education
,Bandung.

Alexander J. Estillin, Abdullah. (2008). Teaching Reading .Makassar : UNM

Angkasa, 1985.

Ary, Donal. "Jacobs. LC, & Sorensen, C.(2010)." Introduction to research in education 8.

Bamanti, Ikhsan & Oktaviani, Dwi, R. (2011). Ringkasan Teori & Evaluasi

bahasa inggris SMA/MA, Jakarta: Grasindo Vol. 2, No. 1, (February, 2023
p.122-131DOL. :///C:/Users/Personal/Downloads/43949-108582-1-SM.pdf

Brown, D.(2004:11). Language assessment: Principle and classroom practice. New . Vol.
6, No. 2 doi:10.5296/jse.v6i2.9201

Brown, (2011) Small Group Discussion Method is A Group Which Consists of Six
or Fewer Students Who are Assigned A Task That Involves Collaboration

Vol. 8, No. 4 doi:10.5296/jse.v812.9201

Brown, H. Douglas. (2004). Language assessment, (US America : Person

Education,2004).DOI.https://eprints.iainsurakarta.ac.id/6748/1/SKRIPSI%20SAYEKTI
%20DWI%20SAFITRI%20FIX.pdf

Brown DH. Language Assessment Principles and Classroom Practices. New York:
Pearson Education; 2004:311

Creswell, J. W. (2009). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed

Crown Press Inc, 1997)December 22th, 2019)
Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed
Methods Approaches 4th Ed. London: SAGE Publications, Inc.

Cresswell, J. W. (2012). Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and
Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Reseach. Los Angeles: Pearson
Publication.DOL. http://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/eej

Carrell, P. (1998). Interactive Text Processing: Implications for esl/second Language
Reading Classrooms.

Carrell, J. Devine & D. Eskey, (eds.), Interactive Approaches to Second
Languagereading(pp.7392).cuesta.edu/student/resources/ssc/study guides/rea
ding comp/302 read levels.html

Devira, M. (2017). The Reading Comprehension Problems Faced by English Department

172 ~ JIRS - VOLUME 1, NO. 2, NOVEMBER 2023



Devira, M. D. (2017). The Reading Comprehension Problems Faced by English
Department Students of Syiah Kuala University. SEUNEUBOK LADA: Jurnal
ilmu-ilmu Sejarah, Sosial, Budaya dan Kependidikan, 4(1), 38-45.

Duke and Pearson. (2003;230). Reading Comprehension Strategies that Work. Michigan:
University of Michigan.

Duke, N. K. (2011). What research has to say about reading instruction. Newark,

Duke, Nell K., and P. David Pearson. "Effective Practices for Developing Reading
Comprehension." Journal of education 189.1-2 (2009): 107-122.Education
Company: 2000), p. 4.Edulanguage, 7(1), 1-9.

Douglas Brown, Teaching principles. P. Ed Australia, (2015),185Emest W. Brewer,
Proven Ways to Get Your Message Across, (United States of America:
evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle

Edisherashvili, N. (2014). Communicative Language Teaching in Georgia: Froem
Theory to Practice. Leiden University.

Frankel, Martin R., et al. "Suppl 1: a probability sample for monitoring the HIV-infected
population in care in the US and in selected states." The open AIDS journal 6
(2012): 67.

Fink, Lila. et al. (1983). Choices a Text for Writing and Reading. New York:

Little Brown and Company Limited.

Fimbriani, Siti Cholifah. 2016. The Use of Teaching Media Powtoon to Improve
Eleventh of Language Class Students Writing Ability at SMA Negeri 1
Malang Penulis. Vol. 2, No. 1, (February, 2023), p. 122-131DOI

file:///C:/Users/Personal/Downloads/43949-108582-1-SM%20(2).pdf

Gerot L., & Wignell P. (1994:208). Making Sense Of Functional Grammar.

Sydney: 13.4324/9781315726274
Gerot and Wignell. 1994.Making Sense of Functional Grammar. Cammeray
NSW: GerdStabler Volume 7 No. 4 DOI1.2302-3198

Goodman, Kenneth S. "The reading process." Encyclopedia of Language and Education:
Literacy. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands, (1997. 1-7).

M. A. Britt, S. R. Goldman, & J.-F. Rouet (Eds.), Reading: From words to
multiple texts (pp. 132-146). New York, NY: Routledge. Vol. 3(1) 6269
DOI: 10.1177/2372732215624707 bbs.sagepub.com

Grabe, William and Stoller, Fredericka.(2002:29).Teaching and Researching

Reading,.Britain: Pearson Education.Grabe and DOI1:10.4324/9781315726274

Grabeand Stoller. (2013:29). Teaching and researching reading. New york.

Routledge. DOI1:10.4324/9781315726274




