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Abstract. This research aims to determine the effect of the Twitter application as a 
teaching medium on ninth grade students' reading comprehension of the News Item text. 
This research was carried out at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar, namely in classes 
IX-3 and IX-4. The formulation of the research problem is the influence of the Twitter 
application as a teaching medium in reading news item texts for class IX students at 
SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar. Researchers used quantitative methods with a quasi-
experimental design and used two classes, namely the experimental class and the 
control class. Data collection was carried out using multiple choice tests. The 
instruments used to collect data were taken from students' pre-test and post-test results; 
scores were then calculated and analyzed using MS Excel and manual The research 
results showed that the average score of the experimental class was a pre-test score of 
57.96 and a post-test score of 80.8. Meanwhile, the average score for the control class 
was a pre-test score of 61.09 and a post-test score of 71.40. The results of student 
scores on the post-test show that the use of Twitter learning media is very effective in 
reading news item texts for class IX students. The t-test calculation shows that the t-test 
value is greater than the ttable value (2.13 > 1.669). at a significance level of 5%, a 
two-sided test means the null hypothesis (HO) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis 
(Ha) is accepted. This means that the influence of the Twitter application as a teaching 
medium can improve students' reading comprehension 
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Abstrak. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui pengaruh aplikasi Twitter sebagai 
media pengajaran terhadap pemahaman membaca teks News Item siswa kelas sembilan. 
Penelitian ini dilaksanakan di SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar yaitu pada kelas IX-3 
dan IX-4. Rumusan masalah penelitian adalah pengaruh aplikasi Twitter sebagai media 
pembelajaran dalam membaca teks news item untuk siswa kelas IX SMP Negeri 4 
Pematang Siantar. Peneliti menggunakan metode kuantitatif dengan desain eksperimen 
semu dan menggunakan dua kelas yaitu kelas eksperimen dan kelas kontrol. 
Pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan menggunakan tes pilihan ganda. Instrumen yang 
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digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data diambil dari hasil pre-test dan post-test siswa; 
Skor kemudian dihitung dan dianalisis menggunakan MS Excel dan manual. Hasil 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa rata-rata skor kelas eksperimen adalah skor pre-test 
sebesar 57,96 dan skor post-test sebesar 80,8. Sedangkan rata-rata nilai kelas kontrol 
adalah nilai pre-test sebesar 61,09 dan nilai post-test sebesar 71,40. Hasil skor siswa 
pada post-test menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan media pembelajaran Twitter sangat 
efektif dalam membaca teks news item siswa kelas IX. Perhitungan uji-t menunjukkan 
nilai uji-t lebih besar dari nilai ttabel (2,13 > 1,669). pada taraf signifikansi 5%, uji dua 
sisi berarti hipotesis nol (HO) ditolak dan hipotesis alternatif (Ha) diterima. Artinya 
pengaruh aplikasi Twitter sebagai media pengajaran dapat meningkatkan pemahaman 
membaca siswa 
 
Kata Kunci: Membaca, Media Pengajaran Aplikasi Twitter, Teks News Item 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Language is a communication tool used by humans to express themselves. The 

main purpose of language is for communication between one individual and another. 

There are several forms of communication, namely oral and written communication. In 

social situations, language is used to perform the roles played by speakers and writers 

towards listeners and readers. This role can be seen in the fact that language is a tool to 

establish social relations. language has a very important role in human life, language is 

one of the supporting factors for the establishment of communication between humans 

which has a lot of impact on changes in the development of human life. You can 

imagine that when humans live without language, it is certain that communication will 

not run smoothly, and besides that it does not rule out the possibility that there will be 

communication that misunderstands one another. 

One of the languages used around the world and recognized as an international 

language is English. English is an international language that is widely used. Brumfit 

(which is used in Indonesia to communicate and relate to other nations, especially 

2001:35) As an international language, English is used as a means of communication 

between nations that have different languages. In addition, English is the first foreign 

language in terms of science and technology, which always requires everyone to be able 

to communicate internationally in accordance with the interests and developments of the 

era. 

Reading is a process to understand information from text, through reading readers 



 

can broaden their knowledge. According to Linse (2005) reading is a set of skills that 

involves making meaning and deriving meaning from printed words. Meanwhile, Lems 

et al. (2010) argues that it becomes an involving interaction between the text and the 

reader's background knowledge. In addition, Brassell and Rasinski (2008) argue that 

reading is the creation of meaning from printed pages. 

After carrying out teaching practice at SMP Negeri 4 Pematang Siantar, especially 

in class IX, researchers found that students faced many problems in reading 

comprehension, namely, students had no interest in learning, limited study time, had 

difficulty understanding the text they read, and didn't care about English lessons. From 

this statement, the researcher assumes that using the Twitter application will help 

students improve their English skills because they will have a fun learning process and 

ultimately improve students' reading comprehension, especially when reading news 

texts. Based on the factual information and explanation above, the researcher's aim is to 

determine students' reading comprehension and increase students' reading interest 

through the Twitter application, especially news texts. 

 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Relading is a prolcelss olf undelrstanding infolrmatioln frolm telxt; throlugh relading, 

reladelrs can broladeln thelir knolwleldgel. Accolrding tol Linsel (2005), relading is a selt olf 

skills that invollvels making melaning and delriving melaning frolm printeld wolrds. 

Melanwhilel, Lelms elt al. (2010) arguel that it belcolmels an invollving intelractio ln beltweleln 

thel telxt and thel reladelr's backgrolund knolwleldgel. In additioln, Brasselll and Rasinski 

(2008) arguel that relading is thel crelatioln olf melaning frolm printeld pagels. So l, relading is 

an intelractivel prolcelss beltweleln thel reladelr and thel telxt tol gelt thel infolrmatioln colnvelyeld 

by thel autholr in thel telxt. In thel prolcelss olf relading, reladelrs must undelrstand what thely 

havel relad tol gelt infolrmatio ln frolm thel telxt. Accolrding to l Harvely (2012), undelrstanding 

is a prolcelss that invo llvels thinking, telaching, past elxpelrielncel, and knolwleldgel. In 

additio ln, Duffy (2009) statels that undelrstanding is thel colrel olf relading belcausel the l 

purpolsel olf writteln languagel is melssagel colmmunicatioln. If wel doln't undelrstand thel 

melssagel, wel doln't relad it. Relading colmprelhelnsio ln relquirels reladelrs tol relally knolw and 

undelrstand what thely relad. In this casel, studelnts no lt olnly relad thel telxt but also l havel tol 

find and undelrstand writteln infolrmatioln olr melssagels frolm it. Rasselll and Rasinski 

(2008) statel that relading colmprelhelnsio ln is thel ability to l elxtract infolrmatioln frolm a 
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writteln telxt and dol solmelthing in a way that delmolnstratels knolwleldgel olr undelrstanding 

olf that infolrmatioln. Melanwhilel, Klingnelr, Vaughn, and Bolardman (2015) stateld that 

relading colmprelhelnsio ln is a velry colmplelx, multicolmpolnelnt prolcelss that invo llvels many 

intelractiolns beltweleln reladelrs and what thely bring tol thel telxt (priolr knolwleldgel) as welll 

as variablels rellateld tol thel telxt itsellf (intelrelst in thel telxt, undelrstanding olf thel typels olf 

telxt). In additioln, Duffy (2009) statels that relading colmprelhelnsio ln delpelnds oln prelviolus 

knolwleldgel olr knolwleldgel abolut thel wolrld. Priolr knolwleldgel is elxprelsseld in wolrds. 

Relading Colmprelhelnsio ln is relading with undelrstand olr silelnt relading. Thel aim is tol 

gelt infolrmatioln ,tol undelrstand and to l draw so lmelthing frolm thel telxt. Thel primary 

purpolsel olf relading colmprelhelnsio ln is to l improlvel thel studelnts’ ability tol undelrstand  

Elnglish as it is useld in writteln matelrial. Nutal delfinels relading colmprelhelnsioln just as it 

quolteld in Antoln (1995:24) as folllo lws: Relading colmprelhelnsio ln melans relading 

colmprelhelnsio ln lelssoln that havel traditiolnally celntelreld oln a passagel olf thel telxt folllo lweld 

by quelstio lns. Golold quelstio ln arel thel olnels which hellp reladelrs tol colntributel activelly to l 

thel prolcelss olf making selnsel olf it, rathelr than elxpelcting undelrstanding just to l happeln.’’ 

Eltymollolgically, thel telrm nelws itelm colmels frolm thel Sanskrit wolrd nelws, which 

melans "elvelnt" olr "what is happelning. Thel usel olf thel telrm "nelws" olfteln relfelrs tol 

"relpolrts olf elvelnts that arel currelntly happelning olr havel just happelneld". Dolug Nelwsoln 

and Jamels A. Wolllelrt in Meldia Writing: Nelws folr thel Mass Meldia (1985:11) delfine l 

nelws as anything that pelolplel, olr molrel broladly, thel public, want and neleld tol knolw. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Thel relselarch melthold useld in this study is a quantitativel relselarch melthold. Colheln 

& Ellizabelth (2007) delfinel quantitativel relselarch meltholds as approlachels useld tol colllelct 

and analyzel numelrical olr quantitativel data with thel aim olf elxamining thel influelncel olr 

rellatio lnship beltweleln variable ls. Sugiyo lnol (2018; 13) statels that quantitativel data is a 

relselarch melthold baseld oln polsitivism (colncreltel data), whelrel relselarch data colnsists olf 

numbelrs that will bel melasureld using statistics as a calculatio ln tololl. This te lchniquel use ls 

statistical data, data fro lm survely relspolndelnts, and sol oln tol prolcelss thel data. 

Quantitativel relselarch aims tol delvellolp thelolreltical hypolthelsels rellateld tol natural 

phelnolmelna throlugh melasurelmelnt. Thelrelfolrel, melasurelmelnt is celntral tol this relselarch, 

and thel relselarchelr usels twol classels to l deltelrminel causality. In this study, twol classels will 

bel useld, namelly thel elxpelrimelntal class and thel colntroll class. Thel elxpelrimelntal class 



 

will usel thel Twittelr applicatio ln tol relad nelws telxts. and thel colntroll class will telach 

witholut using thel twitte lr applicatio ln.Thel twol classels will bel giveln a prel-telst and a po lst-

telst. 

DATA ANALYSIS, RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
              The end result of this research based on the research problem, the researcher 

find the solution to the research problem, particularly to find out if twitter application 

teaching media  significantly affected the students’ ability in Reading comprehension on 

news item text and see the effect of twitter application teaching media to the reading 

comprehension of grade nine students of smp negeri 4 pematang siantar on a news item 

text. 

        In this research,Data collection was carried out using multiple choice tests. The 

instruments used to collect data were taken from students' pre-test and post-test results; 

scores were then calculated and analyzed using MS Excel and manual The research 

results showed that the average score of the experimental class was a pre-test score of 

57.96 and a post-test score of 80.8. Meanwhile, the average score for the control class 

was a pre-test score of 61.09 and a post-test score of 71.40. The results of student scores 

on the post-test show that the use of Twitter learning media is very effective in reading 

news item texts for class IX students. The t-test calculation shows that the t-test value is 

greater than the ttable value (2.13 > 1.669). at a significance level of 5%, a two-sided 

test means the null hypothesis (HO) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is 

accepted. This means that the influence of the Twitter application as a teaching medium 

can improve students' reading comprehension.The previous researches that conducted 

by pinero chousa(2016), dann  (2010), Arya H Gunawan (1996:14) ,  where in their 

researches, they concluded that theTwitter teaching media significantly affects the 

students' ability in reading comprehension on news item text. This proves that Twitter 

teaching media  significantly affects the students' ability at SMP NEGERI 4 Pematang 

Siantar in reading comprehension on news item text. 

  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

Based on the result of the data, the researcher gain the conclusion that can be 

taken from the result that have been gotten by the students in their reading 

comprehension from the research entitle the effect of twitter application teaching media 

to the reading comprehension of grade nine students of smp negeri 4 pematang siantar 
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on a news item text as follows. 

1. the result of this research show that twitter application teaching media  is able to 

give the positive effects and make the students are more active in doing the 

teaching learning process especially in comprehending the text. by applying twitter 

application teaching media, the students can understand the text, more confident to 

read the text and the students can come closer to themselves and to learn to trust 

their self. 

2. after the data have analyzed, the result of the data show that the effect of twitter 

application teaching media  is more significant than the effect of lecture based 

learning newspaper to the  reading comprehension of grade nine students of smp 

negeri 4 pematang siantar. 

3. The finding of this research indicates that the use of twitter application teaching 

media, is effective in to the  reading comprehension of  grade nine students of smp 

negeri 4 pematang siantar on news item text. this is proven by the students score in 

experimental class is higher than the score of the control class  then in the statistical 

hypothesis, ha will accepted and ho will rejected if t-test > t-table. it is shown the 

independent sample the t-test calculation shows that the t-test value is greater than 

the ttable value (2.13 > 1.669). at a significance level of 5%, a two-sided test means 

the null hypothesis (HO) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. 

This means that the influence of the Twitter application as a teaching medium can 

improve students' reading comprehension Based on the research result and 

supported by some previous researches, it can be concluded that the use of twitter 

application teaching media is very effective to the reading comprehension of grade 

nine students of smp negeri 4 pematang siantar on a news item text. 

Upoln colmpleltio ln olf this study, thel relselarchelr has gaineld valuablel insights intol Elnglish 

languagel telaching and le larning. As a relsult, selvelral arelas in neleld olf improlvelmelnt 

havel beleln idelntifield, lelading to l thel folllo lwing relcolmmelndatiolns. 
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